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races, where overtopping all frowned the huge but Irregular
pile of Feysul's royal castle, and hard by it rose the scarce
less conspicuous palace, built and inhabited by his eldest son,
'Abd-Allah. Other edifices too of remarkable appearance broke
here and there through the maze of grey roof-tops, but their
object and indwellers were yet to learn. All around for full
three miles over the surrounding plain, but more especially to
the west and south, waved a sea of palm-trees above green
fields and well-watered gardens; while the singing droning
sound of the water-wheels reached us even where we had
halted, at a quarter of a mile or more from the nearest town-
walls. On the opposite side southwards, the valley opened
out into the great and even more fertile plains of Yemamah,
thickly dotted with groves and villages, among which the large
town of Manfoohah, hardly inferior in size to Ri'ad itself, might
be clearly distinguished. Farther in the background ranged
the blue hills, the ragged sierra of Yemamah, compared some
thirteen hundred years since, by 'Amroo-ebn-Kelthoom the
Shomerite, to drawn swords in battle array; and behind them
was concealed the immeasurable Desert of the South, or Dahna.
On the west the valley closes in and narrows in its upward
windings towards Perey'eeyah, while to the south-west the low
mounds of Aflaj are the division between it and Wadi Dowasir.
Due east in the distance a long blue line marks the farthest
heights of Toweyk, and shuts out from view the low ground of
JJasa and the shores of the Persian Gulf. In all the countries
which I have visited, and they are many, seldom has it been
mine to survey a landscape equal to this in beauty and in
historical meaning, rich and full alike to eye and mind*
But should any of my readers have ever approached Damascus
from the side of the Anti-Lebanon, and surveyed the Ghootah
from the heights above Mazzeh, they may thence form an
approximate idea of the valley of Ri'ad-when viewed from the
north. Only this is wider and more varied, and the circle of
vision here embraces vaster plains and bolder mountains; while
the mixture of tropical aridity and luxuriant verdure, of crowded
population and desert tracks, is one that Arabia alone can
present, and in comparison with which Syria seems tame, and
Italy monotonous.
A light morning mist, the first we had witnessed for many